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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends,

This year the Loreto College annual Christmas Hamper Appeal will again be in
aid of Aoibhneas. The Aoibhneas team support women and children victims
and survivors of domestic abuse using the principles of empowerment and
self -help. This year they would like to put the power back in women's hands
whereby they are enabled to buy what they want and need for their
children.

The concept while simple, carries significant meaning for women who
have not had the financial freedom or means o exercise choice over what
they buy for their family.

Since the start of the Pandemic, Aoibhneas has seen an unprecedented
rise in the number of women and children experiencing domestic abuse and
attempting to reach out and engage in their services.

The home may have been a place to retreat to from the virus but for
victims of abuse being asked to stay at home meant situations became
increasingly unsafe with violence in homes becoming more frequent, more
severe and more dangerous.

Women and children experiencing domestic abuse have fallen casualty:y
not just to abuse but the suffering linked to their entrapment in the homes
with their abuser and the disconnect and isolation from vital supports and=
networks often considered lifelines. =

We know as we approach the festive period women face the additiona
challenge of resourcing Christmas. So, this year more than ever your
contributions will make a huge difference to all the families supported by
Aoibhneas. With your help we can empower these women. By using the
vouchers purchased from the Appeal fund and gifted to them, they will be

{ able to buy their children gifts and other essential items like food, clothing
s “and toiletries.

To make a donation please go to the epayments section on the school
= Website. Click on the Fundraising payments tab, choose Christmas Hamper
iy "\) S “Appeal 2021 and follow the on screen instructions.

3‘,’?»‘: gy We ask for your assistance in whatever way you can provide it, no
= = donation is oo small, as every gift makes a big difference in someone's life.

With thanks and appreciation, OA . .
\w Aoibhneas
\ \'7/ If)omestic Abu;e Sh\'x&port
Ms Kelly (SEO) g o
Student Council

Mission Possible
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